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Global online conference 
“State view on the problem of drug addiction: the limits of freedom” 

 
Yesterday, April 25, 2012, the international community of professionals in the field of journalism, law, 
human rights, criminology, narcology, psychiatry, sociology have met on the discussion platform of 
unique anti-drug project “Maya” ( mayaplanet.org)  first time to discuss “State view on the problem of 
drug addiction: the limits of freedom” in an online conference organized by the World League “Mind Free 
of Drugs”.  

The bill proposed by Federal Drug Control Service of Russian Federation  "On the introduction of 
criminal liability for the use of drugs",  its positive and negative consequences, and how government 
should behave in relation to drug addicts was the main focus of the conference. Today these kinds of 
conferences on international level are needed to identify the main ways in which society and the state 
should continue fighting drug addiction problem. “Maya” project’s initiative to open such a platform has 
laid a perfect foundation for further similar discussions. It is obvious that the Russian leaders, including 
Federal Drug Control Service, need to consider experts’ opinion and public figures from around the 
world before finally adopt the proposed law. 

Of course, in-depth analysis of all collected opinions and comments takes time, but some conclusions 
characterizing general trends on the drug use criminalization can already be made. The vast majority of 
participants agreed that initiative proposed by FDCS will not improve drug addiction situation in Russia, 
and compulsory treatment, offered as an alternative, cannot be effective. Violation of human rights, 
increased corruption level in the police and additional burden on the budget – these are only some of 
the possible negative consequences adoption of the bill will result in.  “Pros” for this law are only 
emotional statements and calls to clean the country from outcasts. 

 
During the conference website visitors' questions were answered online by 14 world-class professionals, 
not only in the field of drug abuse, but also authoritative experts in different fields of knowledge. Also, 
more than 40 famous people from around the world, famous cultural and public figures, art and sports 
stars, expressed their attitude not only about the bill proposed by FCDS , but also about drug situation in 
Russia and the world in general.  More than 6,000 participants have received satisfactory answers to 
their questions. 
 
"We are pleased with the results of the conference, because motivating society not only to talk about 
the issue, but also realize it’s full danger worth a lot. People usually think nobody cares about their 
problems and those governmental officials, public figures and law enforcement agencies are concerned 
about only with their own well-being. The global online conference “State view on the problem of drug 
addiction: the limits of freedom” has proved the opposite: many people are not indifferent to the 
struggle against drug addiction. We are confident that not only citizens, but also government official 
have studied the materials of the conference and have made correct conclusion creating a precedent, 
when people’s voices were heard the first time in modern history,” said the Director of the World 
League “Mind Free of Drugs”, Dennis Pototski 
 
The Organizing Committee of Transnational online anti-drug project "Maya" 
www.mayaplanet.org /eng/ 

 
 


